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“S-O-U-Ptacular” Potluck 
With the Christmas rush and busyness behind us, it’s time to sit back and enjoy a bowl of 
hot soup and have some fun. You might even go home with a gift! Membership and Wor-
ship are hosting a “S-O-U-Ptacular” Potluck on Sunday, January 22nd after the 10:30 Wor-
ship Service in Fellowship Hall. Everyone is invited. We ask that you bring sandwiches, 
finger foods or a dessert. Four different kinds of soups, crackers, drinks and table service 
will be provided. It would be appreciated if you also bring an item for the Emergency Cup-
board. After you have eaten we would encourage you to stay for some fun. Please plan to 
join us. For questions contact Judy Graves or Jean Vaughn. 

EVANGELISM  
Anne Ingersoll, Chair 

 
Life seems to slow down in January, doesn't it? Decorations are (eventually) tucked away 
and the sparkle of Christmas seems to dim. But that sparkle can continue to shine into the 
new year, can't it? That sparkle is God's love. God's grace. God's hope. God's peace. This is 
what we heard about throughout Advent. Who do you know in your life or interact with reg-
ularly who needs some sparkle? As followers of Jesus, the one who is known as the Prince of 
Peace, modeled this sparkle throughout his ministry and it's who we, as Christians, are 
called to live more like. So, as you ring in the new year, remember that the Christmas sparkle 
doesn't have to dim; it lives within us and through us every day. We have the opportunity to 
be that sparkle (also known as God's peace, hope, joy and love) and that light for others. And 
maybe, just maybe, others will recognize that sparkle within us and will join us at FCC to ex-
perience that sparkle themselves.  

 
 

ENVIRONMENTAL STEWARDSHIP 
Kathy Fischer and Jack McKinnon 

 
“The Issue with Tissue” 

A suggested New Year’s Resolution: We suggest that one of your new year’s resolutions 
should be:  To be more eco-friendly. But your personal efforts to do so can be overwhelming! 
So perhaps a good place to start is to buy tree-free paper products, since that is a bit easier 
and simpler than some of the others. And then you can progress to other products later. 
 
So here’s a good place to start: Do an internet search for the “Grove” website, then click on 
“tree-free paper products.” From there, you can choose which ones are your priorities for the 
New Year. Your choices are toilet paper, paper towels, facial tissue, and napkins.  
 
Note: You can also shop online in the Amazon, Seventh Generation, and other websites. I 
suggested Grove for starters because you can view several choices and brands without being 
inundated with other, non-tree friendly, brands. (In fact, I love the Amazon brand of facial 
tissue!) If you want to shop locally, note that no tree-free paper products are sold in Ma-
comb.  (The exception is recycled printer paper.) But Lowe’s, Target, and other big box 
stores sell tree-free paper products if you don’t mind driving to nearby towns such as Quincy 
and Peoria.  
 
You may ask, “But is it more expensive?” The answer is usually yes, but the cost is only 
slightly more. And ask yourself if it’s worth a little extra money to be lessening your carbon 
footprint. Take toilet paper for example: One of our previous articles stated that the average 
person uses 141 rolls a year!  So these products are definitely worth a little extra money. The 
non-tree free products, such as Charmin and Northern, are largely produced by clear-cutting 
trees from the Boreal Forest in Canada – to the tune of 1 million acres of trees per year! So 
yes, you can make a difference!  
 
Jack and I want to wish you a Happy and Healthy New Year! And good luck with your New 
Year’s resolutions.  
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